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Rarty Activities:

Personnel Selecticn Still Faulity: Central and rogional broadcasts are still harping
on the "underestimated importance" (nedootsenka vazhnosti) of training and
selecting the right personnel for the right Jobs. PRAVDA (13 November) coumsels
moderation in the race for larger Party membership even though the drive for new
recruits is an important feature of Communist activity per se. This paper has been
inveighing in the past egainst the "anti-Party practice" of admitting new members
en masss, as it wers, without dus regerd for their political or business qualifica-
tions which should be the only eriteria for eligibility. That the Party cannot
afford to relax its vigliancs against admitting peorle of dubious political back-
ground is Indica*ed in the case of the Communist organizations of Lithuanian SSR
where "unworthy peopls and sven class enemies" (nedostoinie 1yud!l 1 dazhe klassovie
vragl) were acceptad as Party membors. A »ecent Party "aktivist" meeting at the
Kaganoviteh rayon, Yarosiavl oblast, revealed thet even people who compromise
themselves "by unbecoming behsvior" (nedostoynim povaedeniem) are admitted to the
Party ranks. Again the race for large numbers of rscruite to ths Party in disregard
of political background and administrative ability is flayed by the editorial as

a rigky businese which is fraught with grave CON3aqQuUEnces,

Nepotism is referrod o as another way of "fouling up" (zasorenis) the Party
membership with undesirable elements. As RADYANSKA UKRAINA points out on

14 November, "famiiy tias" (semeistvennost), psrsomal relations and similar
irrelevant considerations etill go far to deteormine an applicant's qualifications
for Party membership. This has lad tec the formtion of numerous tight 1ittle
eliques within the Party consisting of

family groups of pespls who are close o sach
other in sontiment, members of which are trying
to live in peace, not to offend each other and
Dot to wieh thoiz Jouwndry in public (ne vysonosy

anitya s khaty).

It 1a quite obvious, tha paper wontinues, that under such ciroumstonces oritioism
of sherteomings is not ensoursgnd, and tho goneral tendency In to "gloass over
mietakea." In Kulykivkeiy rayon, Lvov oblust s tor example, all tha royon Oommittes
menbera are said to he rélated Lo anch other, Papty matings are held "on a low
political level" end the entime organisationy "reminde one of a quiet paven"
(nagaduvaye tykhiy sakbiat),  Similar {rrogularities are roportad tn have taken
Placa In Stantslev cblast whepre lhe following Incldent is elted ag hatng typlcal
of many. The Jearetary of the Kelemya rayon Party Sommlttes whe (s sald to have
"oompromiand himes 0" by appolnting pelitioally untrustworthy peopls to exeocutive
Party poaltions wan suhssquently himeelf promoled by the oblaat Oommittee to the
poat of Iipat Sacretary of auother rayon Party Oomnlttee. The Peltavs town
Communiat organization "does nol know and does not study 1ts personnal," offlelals
are appointed to reaponsibls Jobe and confirmed '"without & personal interview"

end ordticlem and melf-oritfulan are virtually uninown thera.

ZAKARPATSKAYA PRAVDA (15 November) speaks of "atagnetion” (santiy) of Party
gotdvitdas brought about by bdoltiiaeliy Cmuesars Pardy wandars, I was Tsvealsd

at & recent plenary seasion ol the Uahgorod Town Party Comadttee that the
qualitative make-up of the memherahip leaves mueh reoom Cap roelitionl 4dmprovement.
Nelther the full fledged Parly mombsra nor the oandidates have whown the propsr
"Marxint tempering," end thelr genoral politincsl bankgreand 1e poor, DNIXFROVSKAYA
PRAVDA (15 Novembar) oharges thst the oblast Party offloldla' attitude toward the
acaeptance of new menhbers to the Party borders on the oriminal. Applicants for
meubership are uald to Ve Judged sntirely bty the information they supply in the
questionnaires which, !noldentnlly, l& never verified. This wort of approach to
the prooessing of pruspective Party mumbers, seys the paper, invariably leada to

the appointment of "unsuitable" (neprigodnie) pevsons to responsidle positions and
prevents the acoeptanne of well-qualified people. Such cases are neither 1solated
nor acoidsntal, end wharever they ooaur one 1s sure to trace tho trouble to nepotism
and "exoesalve familiavity" among the Communiat offioials, It Lo well known,
however, thet a number of "town and Teyon Party Committeos are vory alow in
eliminating thelr shortoomingn" connected with Communist personnel administration.
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The "narrow departmental approach” (uzko-~vedomstvenniy podkhod) to personnel matters
should be combatted with "Bolshevik integrity of principle" (bolshevistskaya
printsipialnost) which 1s interpreted as intolerance toward any manifestation of
anti-Party and anti-State tendencies plus a healthy respect for criticism,
particularly from below (snizu).

Aversion to Criticism grit%ozzed: Foar of criticism and self-criticism, says
SOTSTALISTICHESKTY DONBAS (13 November), is highly reprehensibdle tut suppression
of eriticism (zazhim kritikdi) 1s a great evil which will not escape punishment.
The Stalino oblast Party and Soviet officials, it 1s claimed, have unfortunately
not understood the importance of using criticism as a method of eliminating
shortcomings. They in faot pretend to be unaware of the systematic suppression of
oritioism by their own subordinates. Addressing a Slavyansk rayon Party
conference, the former secretary of the rayon Committee is said to have lashed out
against everyone "who dared to ocriticige him or nis colleagues" when he was in
office. The editorial refers also to e letter published in the same issue oom-
plaining abtout the behavior of the Party boss at the "Vetke" mine whoso opposition
to any oriticism 1s known to be viclent, and expresses the hope that thie
funrestrained stiflor of oriticism" (raspoyasaveniysys gezhimshohik Tritiki) will
"receive exemplary punishment." Reiterating the latest Farty dictum that "he

whe tolerates shortoominge cannot remain in the ranks of the Party," MOLOT says
(14 November) that not all the obtlast leaders "have taken it to heart."
Perseoution and suppression of oriticism are sald to be svident throughout Rostov
oblast, and in many oasea the perpetrators of that "great evil" are the ones who
"loudly protest their devetion' (gromito maveryayut avoyu predanncat) tc Party
prinoiples. The head of the Shakhty railroad line, for example, does not even
hother to conceal his intolerance of oriticism and persists in hounding anyone

of his subordinetes who as much as refers to a shortooming in his work.

XRYMSKAYA FRAVDA (16 November) denouncea the hostile attitude toward orltiolasm in
Orimean oblest in almost identicsl terms. It is those who usually "chout he
loudest abcut their implicit loyalty to the Party" that are found to indulge in
anti-Party sotivities suoh as persecuting their oritics. It i avident, wayn the
paper, that the velue of oritioism, partioularly from below, 1o at111 not reslized
by the oblast offioials, and this is all the more regrettable in view of the fact
that people guilty of such un=Bolshevik behavior "oannot sount on being truated by
the Party." Just how widespread this anii-oritioclem gentiment 18 fa cited ta the
case of the Crimean Academio Construction Scheme (Krym=akadom=stroy) whoge uhlef
bookkeepor withheld the salary of the editor for publishing unfaverable critlofem
in tho administration's paper. Neither the chief of the oongtructinn anterprise
nor the local Party bureau, says the paper, found it nescesary to inter!ers ¥ th
th: nr?i.'brary aotion of the bookkeoper which was obvieusly designed to undermine
ordtioism,

Komaomol aotivities are disouseed briefly and famillarly in aome regional broad-
casta, all of them polnting to one oomnon falling-=-inedoquate proavlytizing
aotivitios among the youth. A brondcast from Tbillei of 13 November quotles o
Chenturia ZARYA VOSTOKA article aa saying that the Republic’e Xomsomol orgeniza-
tions are 8till not up to thelr task of enlightening the nonparty young paopla,
partioularly the rural youth, KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA (14 Novambmrg onlla uvon the
young Communiste to intensify their propsganda work on a largsr scale" among the
youth end familiarize <them with the 19th Congress deoisions and other Sovist events
of major importance. SOTSIALISTICHESKIY DONEAS (14 November) speeks of the
tgerioua shortoomings" recently discovered in the work of tho oblast Komsomol,
organizations. The paper does not specify these shortcominge but mewrely tells
the Komacmole what to do in order to eliminate them. The Junior Communlste are
accordingly urged to "inspire the young people" to greater efforte in their
soclalist competition and encoursge more oriticism and self-criticism among them.
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The shortcomings in Komsomol activities, according to NADNEPRYANSKA PRAVDA

(15 November), usually fall into the same cavegory as those in the Party. The
point of closest resemblance in this respect is the reluctance to check the
implementation of decisions already taken. The similarity, however, doss not end
there. The oblast Xomsomol officials, says the paper, "are not meintaining con-
nections with the youth" and seldom visit the primary organizations. This lack of
control from above has given rise to the kind of bureaucracy and sxclusiveness
among local Komsomol officials that are so often criticized as Farly weaknssses.
The paper even hints that these local Committees, far from trying to recruit new
members, actually tend to reduce thelr membership. At a racent mesting of the
Velikoalexandrovka rayon Komsomol organization the oblast Committee was criticized
for not knowing what 18 going on at its subordinate rayon organizations:

vee if they knew they would not ellow the
rayon Komsomol organization to exclude the
kolkhoz youth from the Komsomol organization.
In the pest two years only 182 youths f{rom
kolkhozes were accepted by the Komsomol
orgenization.

Ideologlcal Affairs:

PRAVDA's editorial on literature, art and culture in general (12 November) is
"echoed by a number of regional transmittiers all of which call for greater sfforts
and better performance in thoge flelda. Their common oosmplaint is that although
the 19th Perty Congress pointed out the weaknessea of Soviet oultural life and the
methods for their eliminetion, ite injunctiona frequentily remain unheeded. Thus,
as PRAVDA pointa out, "the ideological and artistic level" (ideologilchesikiy 1
¥hudoghestvennly uroven) of many ourrent works still remains unsatisfaoctory, and
the "richneas" of Soviet 1ife 18 often porirayed "flabbily and dryly." What the
Party demanda of all Soviet writers, the editorial aays, {a "to write the tyuth"
(pisat pravdu), that is to give a true poriraysl of the struggle of the old sgainst
the new and "the endorsement of the all-conquering ideas of Communism.” A FADYANSXA
UKRAINA editorial published on the oame day bemoana the faat that higher sducation
in the Ukraine is still shot through with sericus shortsominge (uveryvany nedolike).
The teaching of scoial sciences is said to e wnsatlefactory In many of the
Republic's univeraitiea, and this at a t1me whon "special attention miat be davoted
to the sducation of a Soviet intelligenteia! (osobliva uvaga mas Mity mvermana na
vykhovannya redyanskoy intelligentsil). The result 1s thatl Lhe davelapmenl of
national aulture is not ag gratifying ae the Party would like to gee . The
artigtico level of the motien pleturss 1a etill very low, amd this la eald to apply
alao to literature and painting:

There are still tee few publieations designed

t0 expose manifestatliong of beurgeeis idaoclogy,
particularly Ukrainian bourgeeis nationallam and
eesmopolitaniem. A aumber of inatitutea ... have
digplaysd timidity Iin the matter of formulating
and golving theoretlual problems.

Ukralnian vergion:

Malo shohe napysane prats, shoho vylryvayut
proyavy burshuaenol ideoclegli i, nasampered,
ukrainekogo burshuaznogo natsionaliemu i
koamopolityzmu. V ryadi inatytutiv ...
proysviyaetsyn hoyaglkint v postanovtal 1
roarobtol teoretyohnykh provlem.
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Tha paper's inferential admlssion irn this connection is that while most of the
Ukrainian writers are reluctant to delve into the risky subtleties of Communist
ideology as currently defined, soms of them do not hesitate to inject a bit of
nationalist sentiment in their publications. Chief among them is L. Smilyansikiy
whoge recent book "Sad'" (the garden) is said to "contain shortcomings cf a
nationalist nature" (mme pomylky natsionalistychnogo kharakteru). It 13 alsc
revealed that the book he published in 1941 "Zoloty vorota" (the golden gate)
belongs in the same category. (There is no further reference t¢ the naturs of
the mentioned shortcomings, however.)

Private-property psychology and other survivals of bourgeois ideology, says
IZVESTIA editorially on 12 November, are still with us, and such traits "do not
die of themselves" (ne otmirayut sami scboy). Nor is the situation helped much
by "dishonest, unscrupulous and false people" {nechestnie, nedobroscvesinle 1
falshivie ludi) of whom there are "not a few" (nemalo) in Soviet scciety. Defining
the three categories of psople who dc not typify the "Soviet man" as officially
conceived, the paper makes the distinction between mediocrity and what wmight be
construed as hostile elements. The acquisitive instincts of some people are
expressed in the "maliclous violations" of Soviet laws and State disgcipliine with
the obvious purpose of glving a little and galning much. Qthers just prsfer to
"git back and wait for the coming of Communism" (sidyat 1 zhdutl naatupisnia
kommunizma) end at the same time try to acquire from society what thay nead.
Still others are characterized ass "simply indifferent" (prosto ravnodushny), whe
menage to get away with e minimum of work but are neither active nor conslstant
in their activities. Though apparently inmocuous, such "drones" (rotozei), it is
elaimed, actually "cause damege to the State" (prichinyayut vred gosudarstviu),
It 18 recalled in this connection that in his speech to 19th Party Congress,
Malenkov mentioned these people in context of foreign anti-Soviet propagande
referring to them as the "unstable elements!" (neustoichivie elemsnty) of Soviet
gociety. IZVESTIA does not merition the latter classification but also brings
in the foreign propegands angle in its reference to the above defined categuriss
of people:

Nor are we safe from the infiltration into
our midet of alien views, ideas and sentiments
from the outside, from the capitalist world.

Russian version:

My ne zagtirakhovany takzhe ot proniknovenia k
nen chughdykh vaglyadov, ide1 { nastroyeniy izvne,
ao gtorony kapitalieticheakogo mira.

KAZAKHSTANSKAYA FRAVDA (12 November) ssys that the elimination of the capitalist
remnante {rom the minds of the people 18 one of the many tasks facing the
Republic's educators, sclentiste and mem of letters. This aspect of the
i1deologlonl atruggle, haowever, '"ie agsuming increasing importance'" now during
the transition from scclalisam to Communism. CHERNOMORSKA KOMUNA criticizes an
unnamed number of Party (ommittees whoge chief precccupation is adminlstrative
vather than Plr‘t«}' and idaﬁlﬁg‘ioal ird The Voroshilov fayouw s ::,y, Jue v'.nr.uuy::v,
haa diaplayed "an intolerable attitude" toward all problems of ideology by
aimply neglecting them. Leoeal composers and writers do nnt get the propér
indeotrination and their knowledge of Marxism-Leninism is therefore found
wanting., In Andreyevakly and other rayons the independenti students of Marxism-
Leninism receive practiocally mo ideological guidance f{rom the appropriate Party
Committess, Even the leoctures they were scheduled to hear have not been
delivered during the current year.
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Ideological education is also the object of a STALINGRADSKAYA FRAVDA editorial
discussion of 23 November. The dual purpose of seminars for independent Party
students, the paper says, is 1o facilitate their exchange of opinion, or. the ome
hand, and to give the Party organization an opportunity to contrel their studjes,
on the other. But this apparently is not realized in scme rayons of Stalingrad
oblast where 1declogical education "is badly organized" (pickho organizovano).

In Frolovskly rayon the students hear lectures only on rare coscasicns while 1in
Kirovexly and Traktorozavodskly rayons the political school and study circle leaders
geldom put in their eppearance at seminars and similar gatherings.

A Begma article carried by RADIANSKA UKRAINA on 12 Novenmtar (not troad:nst) sgpeaks
in dispareging terms of the ideological shorteomings in Kamenatz-Podelsk chilset.
The author goes as far as to suggesat a thorough overnmuling of tne oblaat agltation
and propeganda methods, a more serious epproach ic 1daclogical froblems and "a
decieive struggle against liberalism" (rishucha borotba  iibsralizmom)., In
Grytelvekly, Vovkovinetskiy, Shepetivkely and a numbar of wiher vayona the
1decloglcal training of Party members and candidates is raic to have reache?d a
very low point. Most of the political aglitators aelocted to help the indepeudent
students of Marxiem have revealed a peor ideclogical background, incompsiomce and
polittonl immaturity, Evidence of bourgeois-nationalist sentiment in Izmall oblast
18 contained in a Zokotyanakiy report carried by the papsr on ‘ha aame day (not
broadeast)s As Indicated in a previous CPW repor:t, tno Uk-ainian apolen i3 the
Kiev-Poltava area wao recommended as tho atenderd Ukraintan language to ™ used
eventually throughout the Republic. That thigs fdea 1 not too popuiar with aoms
Ukrainiana of the recently=-gmrexed woatern oblasts such ec feaail may b Inferroed
from Zekotyanskiy's ordtlciam of a lecturer who hat diff'ercnt 11aua wn the oubest.
In hig lectures on "northarn dlalocto" (pivniclmi dialekty), Ukrninian-langusee
expert Dubfnenko ia reoported to have

insioted on the aseoptance of Xulish¥s anti-
aodentific nationallst views on that mattsr,
and urged hia atudents to sudbacridbe to the
viewpoint of that rabhid Ukrairdar bourgeots
nationaliat.

Thrainfan varsion:

neatiyno propaguvav u Layom pyrannl antynaniorg
natatlonaliatyehnu tochky zoru kulista o vynagey
vid gtudentiv dodershuvaty poglyadiv tsyopn
sapakloge ukraingkogoe hurshusznogoe natstonalista.

Se hecad Droag, says BADYANSKA UKRAINA on 13 November, snould wor vomiise i)l
to the publiantion of Ltema of loeal eolon (teficavykh 1 zZmistaovieh atoriank Ye-it
mot venture into the broader ephereg of national aconomy oL PO Tild. S0
repers, 1t ie agserted, are paying much too little utiention to Kue somaend:l
decisionn of the 19th Party Congresa or teo S$talin's article on 'he “Fundamsnteol
Beonomic Law of Socialism" and as & result the poople kmaw 1471 tin avoul Mluvu.
Listed ao guilty of suoh lack of intorest are PATKARPATSKA PRAVDM (Sianiuiav
¢blagt), ZAXARPATSKA PRAVDA (Tranzaarpatiia), CUERVONIY STvan [onilu) wnd
LENINSKIY SHLIAKH (Bila Taerkmn). The subscription campaign for nawspapere and
perfodicels In the rural areas 18 mot going ae well ac «xpecied awl shoull be
Intensified, according to KTROVOGRADSKA FRAVDA (14 Novembar)a "The propagatlon
of the press," says the paper, is an important amspect of propasunda and ~alightan
ment end "should not be left to the fates." In & number of rayons, however, the
Party, trade unions and Komsomol organizationa appear to "mdAerestimate the
inportance™ of printed matter leaving 1ts dlstribution to the officiais of ihe
communications and printers uniong. The situation {s caid to be worst In
Ustynovaekly and Znamenskily rayone where subseriptior fer andd dfghtribution of the
locel press and periodicals have been left entirely cul of account.
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